Angry Days
1939-1941
Should the U.S. Enter World War ll?

Dagny Dahl
Senior Division
Individual Exhibit
Student-Composed Words: 500
Process Paper Word Count: 497



Process Paper

I often hear my family members, teachers and other adults describe the current
environment in which we live as the most “nasty” and “polarized” time the United States has
ever seen. They constantly blame social media for this. Even President Biden, in his Inaugural
Address, said Americans are in the middle of an “uncivil war.” Since I’m naturally drawn to war
history, I wondered about other uncivil times in America. An internet search brought up the book
Those Angry Days: Roosevelt, Lindbergh, and America's Fight Over World War 11, 1939-1941.
The title drew me in, and I wondered if it’s possible that we’ve lived through other equally angry
periods and have come out of it with a kinder, more civil way of communicating with each other.
If so, I wanted to know how.

The National History Day topics of debate and diplomacy fit the subject, because the
debate over involvement in WWII had two distinct sides with colorful characters. I knew an
exhibit would visually capture the feeling of rage at the time. Even though I found dozens of
sources, Olson’s work was the most thorough. The biggest challenge was editing and containing
all the material into a single exhibit. While Olson might enjoy seeing many of her ideas in
exhibit form, after reading the book, I’m not sure she would totally agree with my claim. Olson
saw President Franklin D. Roosevelt as a man deeply conflicted about how to bring the
American public over to the idea of involvement in WWII and who, at various times, didn’t
show decisive leadership. I had a slightly different, though maybe not contradictory viewpoint:
that FDR delicately used diplomacy with Great Britain and even with his isolationist adversaries
to slowly accomplish his mission of bringing Americans on board with the war.

I think the “wow” factor of the exhibit is the data from the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum website, which includes public opinion polling from Gallup. It paints a



precise picture of when the interventionists started to win the debate. Once public opinion turned,
it never receded. This evidence represents a counterclaim to many people who think that
Americans were not on board with the war until after we were attacked at Pearl Harbor. The
polling data shows the reverse: A majority of Americans came around to the idea of stopping
Hitler well over a year before Pearl Harbor.

Other than the historical research, I very much enjoyed choosing a color theme, designing
my own fire logo and incorporating inexpensive, solar-powered light from “torches” purchased
on Amazon. I learned about myself: I really enjoy graphics, color and design.

The implications of this tense time period highlight the importance of debate and
diplomacy. Debate is a necessary process for Americans. However, it was FDR’s use of
diplomacy, particularly with his opponents in the debate such as General George C. Marshall,

which ultimately changed minds, defeated the Nazis and impacted the world.
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These polls describe how Americans ultimately got on board with entering
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information to create pie charts and put them on my project.
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32nd president of the United States 1933 - 1945

Franklin D. Roosevelt campaigned on a platform of doing everything
possible to keep the U.S. out of war, but Adolf Hitler's actions during the

1930s convinced FDR that the U.S. must get involved. FDR becamethe
leader of the interventionist movement-- those who favored
involvement in World War I1. “FDR always believed that if people got
good information they would make good decisions, and he believed that
a healthy debate of the information was a part of the process. I think his
concern with Lindbergh was that old Lindy had been taken in by Hitler
and FDR had not been,” says Roosevelt historian Jeffrey Urbin.

32nd President of the United States
1933 - 1945
Franklin D. Roosevelt campaigned on a
platform of doing everything possible to
keep the U.S. out of war, but Adolf Hitler’s
actions during the 1930s convinced FDR
that the U.S. must get involved. FDR
became the leader of the interventionist
movement-- those who favored
involvement in World War Il. “FDR always
believed that if people got good
information they would make good
decisions, and he believed that a healthy
debate of the information was a part of
the process. | think his concern with
Lindbergh was that old Lindy had been
taken in by Hitler and FDR had not been,”
says Roosevelt historian Jeffrey Urbin.
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el Gelty First Person to Fly Solo Across the Atlantic
Charles Lindbergh was a famous American

aviator, military officer and activist. In 1932 his

infant son was kidnapped and murdered, which

irst Person to Fly Solo Across the Atlantic Ml vocame known as the “Crime of the Century.” This

drove Lindbergh to flee to Europe. While there,

Charles Lindbergh was a famous American aviator, military officer and Li.ndbergh f(?r.med @ bon(.j with the Germans, .
activist.In 1932 hisinfant son was kidnapped and murdered, which touring their military opergﬂons. He thought that it
became known as the “Crime of the Century.” This drove Lindbergh to the U.S. entered the war, it would lose. Americans
flee to Europe. While there, Lindbergh formed a bond with the Germans, began to suspect he favored the Nazis when he
touring their military operations. He thought that if the U.S. enteredthe | returned to the U.S. and made anti-semitic
war, it would lose. Americans began to suspect he favored the Nazis & remarks. Describing Lindbergh, author Lynne

when hereturned to the U.S. and made anti-semitic remarks. Describing ‘B Olson said, “He was a real technocrat and saw the
Lindbergh, author Lynne Olson said, “He was a real technocrat and saw

the Germans as being technical experts. He had no empathy for human
- beings at ail. He was really blinkered” (csonline.com). Lindbergh
became the face of the isolationist movement, joining the activist group i o AR
America First Committee. After the U.S. was attacked by Japanin 1941, fa.IC'e of the |solat|9n|st .movemen’f, joining the

Lindbergh abandoned his efforts and joined America’s war effort. activist group America First Committee. After the
— , — U.S. was attacked by Japan in 1941, Lindbergh

abandoned his efforts and joined America’s war

effort.
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Within the nationwide debate over World War I,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt utilized
diplomatic relationships with Great Britain as
well as isolationists like Charles Lindbergh to
prove his point that involvement in the war :
would bein the best interests of the nation. It
took two years, but ultimately diplomacy
worked in turning public opinion. By 1941, even
prior to the attacks on Pearl Harbor, polling |
showed a solid majority of Americans
supported joining the war.
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Protestors argue that after WWI, the U.S. cannot bear another tragic loss of young lives.




Thesis/Historical Areument

Within the nationwide debate over World Warll,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt utilized
diplomatic relationships with Great Britain as
well as isolationists like Charles Lindbergh to
prove his point that involvement in the war

would be in the best interests of the nation. It
took two years, but ultimately diplomacy
worked in turning public opinion. By 1941, even
prior to the attacks on Pearl Harbor, polling
showed a solid majority of Americans
supported joining the war.

Within the nationwide debate
over World War Il, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt utilized
diplomatic relationships with
Great Britain as well as
isolationists like Charles
Lindbergh to prove his point
that involvement in the war
would be in the best interests
of the nation. It took two years,
but ultimately diplomacy
worked in turning public
opinion to favor intervention.
By 1941, even prior to the
attacks on Pearl Harbor,
polling showed a solid majority
of Americans supported joining
the war.
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FDR embarked on a diplomatic effort with Great Britain, coordinating
alarge, secret propaganda campaign to influence public opinion.
According to the book Those Angry Days, British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill sent Canadian spy William Stephenson to the U.S. to
form a group called British Security Coordination (BSC). “With the
knowledge of President Roosevelt and FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover,
Stephenson’s unconventional outfit planted propagandain American
newspapers, spied on isolatonist groups, dug up political dirt on
isolationists in Congress... and helped foment anti-Nazi sentiment”
(Olson 116). FDR coordinated so closely with the British-sent BSC that
“FDR's speechwriter, Robert Sherwood, even made a practice of
showing important foreign-policy speeches to Stephenson before
they were delivered” (Ignatius). This campaign allowed President
Roosevelt to pierce Americans’ knowledge and opinions.

FDR embarked on a diplomatic effort with Great
Britain, coordinating a large, secret propaganda
campaign to influence public opinion. According to
the book Those Angry Days, British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill sent Canadian spy William
Stephenson to the U.S. to form a group called
British Security Coordination (BSC). “With the
knowledge of President Roosevelt and FBI chief J.
Edgar Hoover, Stephenson’s unconventional outfit
planted propaganda in American newspapers,
spied on isolatonist groups, dug up political dirt on
isolationists in Congress... and helped foment
anti-Nazi sentiment” (Olson 116). FDR coordinated
so closely with the British-sent BSC that “FDR's
speechwriter, Robert Sherwood, even made a
practice of showing important foreign-policy
speeches to Stephenson before they were
delivered” (Ignatius). This campaign allowed
President Roosevelt to pierce Americans’
knowledge and opinions. Relationships with Great
Britain and other nations helped FDR slowly but
surely impact the debate about U.S. involvement.
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Isolationists within the Roosevelt
administration included Army Chief of Staff
General George Marshall, according to Those
Angry Days. FDR worked to balance
Wn administration Inl:ludedArmy Marshall's requests for military funding while
according to Those Angry preparing him that war was inevitable. After

Isolationists within Roosevelt’s o
Chief of Staff General George Marshall,
Days.FDR worked to balance Marshall's r

whi equests for military fundin much delicate negotiation, Marshall became
ne:’:’:‘l":; :'zal:lsl::;llllabt :::r was inevitable. After much delicate * convinced. In 1941 they worked together on
toRather of pessace ale s me convinced. In 1941 they worked passage of a law extending terms of military
Alter DR Sae s o h "":’“‘“‘"“! terms of military service. service. After FDR gave a speech in favor of
e p n favor of the measure, “the public the measure, “the public responded positively
P ed positively to the president’s call for action. According to to the president’s call for action. According to
public opinion polls conducted shortly after FDR's speech, slightly public opinion polls conducted. shortly after
more than SO percent of Americans now favored lengthening the term FDR’s speech, slightly more than 50 percent

of service for draftees” (Olson 354). FDR’s use of diplomacy convinced
one of the greatest generals in US history, and consequently the
American public, to come around to his way of thinking.

of Americans now favored lengthening the
term of service for draftees” (Olson 354).
FDR’s use of diplomacy convinced one of the
greatest generals in US history, and
consequently the American public, to come
around to his way of thinking.
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German forces invaded Poland Poland conquered Germany Invades Western Europe France falls to Germany
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and just bringitout twice.”
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